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Children Asked
To Stay Out of

City Cemeteries.

Cooperation of parents in an
attempt to keep children out of
city cemeteries was asked to-
day by Oliver W. Coppernoll,

The plea followed a wave of
vandalism noted there. Copper-
noll said youngsters were taking
veteran’s staffs off graves,
scattering them around the
grounds and even breaking
them.

He noted children should be
reminded that cemeteries are
not playgrounds. £-21- k4 ;
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Reward Posted
For Arrest of

Statue Vandals

' Vandals who recently caused
unestimated damage to the Civil
War veterans monument at Oak-
wood Cemetery have aroused
the ire of the Beloit City Council,
President William Bolgrien said
Monday night.

The council has offered a $100
reward for arrest and conviction'
of vandals who toppled a hand-
carved, granite statue from its
place on the monument, smash-
ing the statue.

“No words can express the
contempt and disgust” of city of-
ficials for the vandalism, Bol-
grien said. He has asked for a
report on cost of constructing a
fence around the cemetery.

|

Fence Installed

At City Cemetery

Oakwood Cemet i
fenced. P Ao

The fencing, installation of

which was completed late last
week, s designed to prevent
vg.ndahsm such as caused exten-
sive damage to a statue last fall
The statue has been repaired.
It forms part of the monument
to d.ead of the Civil War.

Cmt}_' Council members ordered
erection of the fence to discour-
age _trespassens. especially those
driving automobiles, after night-

|
I

fall, ‘h‘ lk’\

i1-3 -t

What price hand-carved granite statuary? Oliver E. Coppernoll,
Beloit cemeteries superintendent, wonders what it will cost to
repair vandalism done over the weekend to the monument to
Civil War veterans at Oakwood Cemetery. The life-size statue
of a sailor was thrown down and broken. Citizens erected the
monument just after the return of the century.
(Daily News photo by Ray C. Wentworth)
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Vandals Damage
Cemetery Statue;
$5,000 Estimate

Vandals caused heavy damage
during the weekend at Oakwood
Cemetery, police said today.

Statuary, handcarved from

granite, was toppled from a
‘ large monument commemorat-
ing war veterans. The statue
was of a sailor.

City Cemetery Superintendent
| Oliver E. Coppernoll said cost to
replace the statue would be
about $5,000.
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Historic headstones damaged
Vandals have damaged more than 25 old headstones in - the ground. Officials could not estimate the amount of
Oakwood Cemetery. Some date to the 1840s. About half the damage because the old stones are not replaceable.

can be reset and the others will have to be laid flat on (Daily News photo by C. A. McCormick)
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Vandals hit cemeteries

Just beneath the new snow,
about 45 gravestones at Oak-
wood Cemetery lie knocked
down — some destroyed — the
work of vandals pre-occupied
with the present and callous

And, according to city of-
ficials, because many of the

stones are old, nothing can be

done to replace them, leaving
the graves they name marker-
less against the advance of

_about the past. time.

(Daily News photo by Peter J. Schulz)
Toppled gravestones in Oakwood Cemetery.

Vandalism %L{r%d established

Reports of cemetery vanglism have prompted City
Councilman Thomas Warren to setting up a reward fund for
anyone contributing information that leads to the arrest and
conviction of those responsible for the vandalism.

Warren said today that last week’s Daily News article and
editorial on vandalism to headstones at Oakwood Cemetery
led him to set up the fund, and contributed $25 to get it started.
The Daily News contributed $50 and the Near East Side
Neighborhood Association has offered $25. :

““So, that ‘s $100, and I haven’t talked to anyone else yet,”
he said. The fund will be set up at the First National Bank, and

. anyone who wants to contribute can send donations there.

““Oakwood Cemetery is a true jewel within Beloit,” said
Warren, “both historically and aesthetically. I want to do
everything to keep it that way.

“We shouldn’t overlook other kinds of vandalism and this
can be taken as a warning that we’re not going to tolerate it
anymore. We’ll work hard to find out who'’s responsible and
stop it,” he added.

Warren said he is convinced that the city has to take a
stand on vandalism. He said the number of downed headstones
in Oakwood is enormous and it is a conscious effort by
someone to do this destruction.

“And T think there are people out there who know who did
it. We want them to come forth and contact the police
department.

Public Works Director
Frank Zuicarelli said van-
dalism at Oakwood and other
city cemeteries is a big prob-
lem. Last year, he said about
125 stones were knocked over
but that officials often don’t
report it to police in fear
published accounts will only
lead to more damage.

Zuicarelli said old grave-
stones made of sandstone,
some dating to the Civil War
and earlier, make easy
targets for vandals. But be-
cause of their age, most can-
not be repaired and that fami-
ly and friends who could
purchase new ones have long
since departed.

If the stones can be re-
paired, Zuicarelli said work-
ers try to patch them together

‘and stand them up again. If

not, he said they are simply
laid on the grave.

Time has also erased many
of the names, leaving only
barren anonymity.
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Ajfront to the dead

epa:rs, prosecution should be goals

IT'S NOT OFTEN that people

think about cemeteries. Generally,

the only time a cemetery becomes
important in a person’s life is when
tragedy strikes, and a loved one is
lost. Perhaps a few times each year,
family members will visit a grave to
place flowers and memorials.

The situation at Beloit’s Oakwood
Cemetery, however, requires more
attention than that. Over the course
of several weeks, vandals have
tipped over or broken dozens of
monuments. The visual effect is, to
say the least, depressing.

The action of the vandals is barely
worth comment. Such malicious de-

*‘struction is shameful, immoral and
‘criminal. Authorities should give

high priority to apprehending and
prosecuting those responsible.
Restitution, allowing for repair or
replacement of damaged memori-
als, should be an important part of
the penalty.

MORE IMMEDIATELY, some-
thing must be done to restore the
cemetery’s appearance. We believe
this responsibility rests primarily
with city government.

Oakwood is a city-owned ceme-
tery. Its upkeep is provided for
under city authority. Of course, this
arrangement doesn’t mean the city
bears all financial responsibility. In-
itially, burial costs, headstones and
the like are paid for by the family of
the deceased.

When vandalism occurs, however,
the city should do everything pos-
sible to see that the area is restored.
Most of the headstones are simply
tipped over, and could be righted
with relative ease. Others are

‘cracked or chipped, and could also

be easily repaired. Few have been
damaged to the extent that removal
or replacement are the only alter-
natives. :

Why can’t city workers make
prompt repairs anc do cleanup? It’s
not the sort of job that would require
large amounts of time. Two or three

men, spending a few hours, could.
accomplish repairs on several of the
headstones. By assigning crews to
the task during slack hours each
month, the cemeteries could be kept
in good repair.

We don’t think the city should be
financially responsible for re-

‘placement of headstones that are

damaged beyond repair. The family.
of the deceased must bear that re-
sponsibility. If the family doesn’t
wish to replace the stone, or cannot
be located (some of the graves are
more than 100 years old), the city
crews should simply remove broken
pieces and see that the area is kept
neat. -

We’re not saying city government
doesn’t care. Rather, we suspect
cemetery projects simply wmd up

- down a ways on the prlorlty list. As

was mentioned above, cemeteries
generally just aren’t on people’s
minds a lot.

CEMETERIES ARE an important
part of a community. Through them,
residents memorialize loved ones,
and remember those who have been
instrumental in making the -city
what it is. That’s r2ason enough, in
our opinion, to stress neatness of

appearance and vigorous prose-

cution policies for suspected van-
dals.

It’s 1mportant that a community
preserve its link to the past. Proper
upkeep of cemeteries is part of that
obligation.
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Staff photo by J.B. Maloney

Vandals broke into the Oakwood Cemetery in Several of the historic monuments were

Beloit Thursday night, tipping and smashing
more than 160 headstones and monuments.

destroyed, and police estimate the damage
between $25,000-$30,000.

Vandals smash, tip 160
headstones at cemetery

By Robert Baxter Jr.
Daily News staff writer

A part of Beloit’s history was
destroyed by vandals Thursday
night when more than 160 grave
monuments and headstones
were smashed, tipped over and

damaged at Oakwood Cemetery. .
Some monuments, as high as

eight or nine feet tall and
weighing more than 1,000

pounds, lay fallen and destroyed

when employees arrived to un-
lock the gates Friday morning.
It looked like “an earthquake
had rattled them off their
bases,” one employee told police.
The cemetery “dates back to
the 1800s when people first
started to be interned there,”
said Bob Carlson, Beloit’s super-
intendent of cemeteries. “Many
of the monuments from that era

~ were damaged and tipped over.

Police estimated the damage be-

tween $25,000 and $30,000,
however, the historical value
can never be replaced.

“They’re virtually irreplace-
able,” Carlson said.

Police were first notified of
the vandalism shortly after 10
a.m.

“So far we have nothing,” said
Sgt. Don Mitchell, of the Beloit
Police Department. “It had to be
more than one person, probably
a group (of possibly large kids).

Police said neighbors who live
to the south of the cemetery in
the 1200 block of Clary Street,
near the most heavily damaged
area, didn’t see anything.

“We're sending second shift of-
ficers up to continue the investi-
gation and talk to people,” said
Mitchell.

Sgt. Bob Hurley said he was
surprised at the extent of the
damage.

“It’s disgusting,” he said.

© “Some of them were ripped from

the metal support rods and oth-
ers were tipped over and

Carlson, also town chairman
of Newark, said unfortunately
this was not the first time he
had seen this type of damage.

“We had something similar
out in Newark (last year),” said
Carlson. “It was looked at as a
community project (to resolve
that situation). It's going to take
a little more to resolve this one.

“We're just hoping that if we
heighten the profile of this,
enough people will become
upset,” Carlson added.

Police are asking that anyone
with information on the incident
call the department at 364-6804.

Det. Vic Hanson, Beloit's Po-
lice Department Crime Stoppers
coordinator, said callers may
also call the crime line at 362-
7463 or 36-CRIME.




Editorials
Behind bars

Just one penalty fits the crime committed last week
at Beloit’s Oakwood Cemetery.

WHAT IS IT that makes some people think it’s fun to
destroy things? What perverse pleasure is derived from
tearing down what it took otherg great effort and expense to
erect?

It’s seen all too often. In some places, vandals have used
spray paint to deface Property, sometimes painting on gang
symbols or obscene remarks. One cannot visit the riverfront
without noticing a picnic table tossed into the water, the
handiwork of some mental midget who thought it was fun. '
News reports often cite instances of cars being scratched
with keys, or dented with thrown rocks. Merchants with
outdoor displays know the frustration of having hours of
work destroyed in a minute’s thoughtlessness.

It's shameful.

BUT THAT WORD can’t touch what happened last week
at Beloit’s Oakwood Cemetery, where vandals tipped and
smashed 160 headstones. . \

Fences and walls can be repainted. Items can be retrieved
and cleaned from the Rock River. Commercial displays can
be replaced. But part of Beloit’s history may be gone forever
with the mindless destruction at the cemetery.

In fact, the word vandal can’t describe those who are
responsible for this act. Vandal suggests something almost
minor, just up a couple notches from a youthful prank.
There’s nothing minor about the criminal conduct at
Oakwood.

It harmed Beloit. It harmed families. And, yes, it harmed
the memories of those interred at Oakwood. Few things are
lower than crimes against the dead.

PERSONS WITH ANY knowledge of the crime are urged
to'call Beloit police. Those who wish to remain anonymous
can call Crime Stoppers, at 362-7463.

Someone knows. And that someone can collect a cagh
reward for telling.

In addition, a fund has been set up to be used as a reward
for information that leads to conviction of the guilty ones. It
was started by Danny Shear of Beloit Redi-Mix. Those
wanting to contribute to the fund can call Gerry White at the
First National Bank, 364-4401.

Fines are great. Restitution ig t0o, assuming the defendant
has any money, which would be a very large assumption in
the case of individuals who would commit this kind of crime.

Behind bars. That’s where bums like these belong.
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